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Suggested Lesson Plan – “Tina Springs into Summer…” 


Teaching Suggestions and Lesson Plan to Accompany

“Tina Springs Into Summer/Tina se lanza al verano”
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Overview
“Tina Spring’s Into Summer/Tina se lanza al verano” is a versatile reading tool presented in a side-by-side layout in English and Spanish. The reading integrates language arts and social studies with a culturally diverse flavor.

Subjects/Teaching Modalities:

Possible uses of this reading:

· As a tool for teaching Spanish to advanced students of the language.

· As a reading for Hispanic/Latino students who are literate in Spanish.

· As a reading for students of English as a Second Language.

· As a reading for students in bilingual education classrooms.

· As a reading for mainstream English-speaking students in the areas of Social Studies and Language Arts.

· As a guide and motivator for journal writing.

Teachers may expand on the possibilities this short novel offers. The lesson(s) may be divided according to the students’ abilities and strengths. A daily chapter will expand the use of this work through approximately one school week, but the contents can be divided to fit a few days. Children may read in class or read the book as an assignment prior to class.

Grade Levels:

This unit is designed for third to sixth grade classrooms with students ranging in age from eight to thirteen. The focus and presentation of the lesson will vary according to the students’ age.

Description:

Tina Springs Into Summer/Tina se lanza al verano offers a glimpse into the world of Tina Medina as she begins her summer vacation. This makes the novel a good reading choice toward the end of the school year, or at the very beginning, when children have just returned from their summer break.

Tina is eleven years old, and the product of an inter-racial marriage between an Afro-Cuban father who’s a firefighter, and an Irish-American mother who’s a school librarian.  Tina is proud of her heritage and has a strong sense of identity.  Sharing her spotlight are her younger sister Olivia, her “boyfriend” Moncho, and her new friend, Gabi, who is bound to a wheelchair as a result of an accident caused by a drunken driver.  Tina lives in a culturally diverse lower middle-class neighborhood with a well-established sense of community.

Each of the subtopics presented throughout the nine chapters opens the doors to productive discussion: How do you feel, or how would you feel if you were part of a biracial family? What is it like or what would it be like to function in two languages at home? What do you think about drunken drivers? What is it like to be different as far as your abilities? How would you feel if you were in a wheelchair and people stared at you? 

These and many other questions will be a natural biproduct of activities conducted in class as the novel is read.  Some of the questions will be incidental while others will part of the focus of the lesson plan. Some of the activities will center on recognizing some universal truths while others will be dependent on the social influences featured in the story.

The beginning of the story is a third-person narrative, but by the second chapter Tina herself is the narrator as she writes in her new diary. Tina is an average student whose grades have improved greatly during the school year. As a reward her grandmother gives her a diary, knowing that Tina loves to write and has wanted a special diary for some time.

Through Tina’s writing, the reader sees the interaction within her family as well as her relationship with her peers. Children may be stimulated to establish comparisons between Tina’s family and friends and their own experiences with theirs. Tina’s paternal grandmother does not speak English and is a traditional black woman born in Cuba, while her maternal grandparents are typical Americans with roots in Ireland. Tina is often annoyed by her younger sister who follows her around incessantly. The issue of sibling rivalry may bring about some energetic responses from students.

Tina and her friends are often terrorized by a gang of older girls who are bullies who want the community playground all to themselves. The children manage to solve their territorial differences without violence. Children would relate to this issue and will likely enjoy discussing within the context of age group dynamics.

The length of time dedicated to Tina Medina’s Diary will be dictated by the amount of time each teacher decides to use in developing the suggestions made in this unit. Whether each student is given a book to read or it is read by turn-taking around the classroom is up to the teacher. Whatever the approach, the fact that Tina is a young writer will serve as stimulus for the children to begin a journal or diary of their own, or to write in reaction to Tina’s narrative. This short novel is likely to stimulate discussions dealing with everyday life.

Sample Lesson

Goals

Students will be presented with a view of the life of a biracial, bicultural urban child and utilize the reading to establish comparison models between themselves and the protagonist and her friends.  Students will be stimulated to writing about themselves and to discuss their writings with the class.

Objectives

1. To develop an appreciation for reading and writing.

2. To develop an understanding of the value of journal-writing.

3. To develop an ability to understand issues relating to being different in regards to abilities, discrimination, natural curiosity, and living in a bicultural, bilingual environment.

4. To develop an increased ability to write journal-style about “a day in my life.”

5. To engage in discussions after every chapter is read. 
Teachers may create their own questions or use those suggested for each chapter and which appear below under the section Points for Discussion/Writing Assignments.

Materials

· Each child may have a copy of the book, or one copy may circulate throughout the classroom as students take turns to read.

· Small notebooks to be used for journal writing (examination “blue books” may work nicely).

· A variety of writing and drawing utensils, so students may decorate their work.



Procedure

After each chapter is read in class, a series of questions may be asked to stimulate discussions among the students. Small group discussions are suggested for equal participation opportunities. Each chapter has a theme or focuses on a particular aspect of the main character’s life. Once the entire book has been read, students will be encouraged to begin a diary of their own.

The final assignment for the reading may be for each student to write “A Day in My Life” to share with the class.

Points for Discussion/Writing Assignments

Chapter 1. Summer Begins

· What is something unique or unusual that you can do during the summer?

· Talk/Write about the best summer you ever had.

· If you had a new diary, how would you start it?

· Imagine that you have a little brother or sister, when would you be irritated by them? When would you be glad you have him/her in your life? Share your experience if you do have a little brother or sister.

Chapter 2. The First Few Pages
· Write about yourself. Who are you?

· Do you know anyone who has asthma? What is it like?

· Find Ireland on the map and compare it in size with the United States in every way you can think of. What are similarities between the two countries? What are the differences?

· Find Cuba on the map and compare it with Ireland and with the United States. What are the similarities between the  three countries? What are the differences?

· What is different about living on an island?

· Talk about a grandmother you know, yours or somebody else’s.

· Compare the sport of golf with boxing.

· You probably know people from other countries.  How many countries are represented by the people you know? What do you know about those countries?

Chapter 3. The Neighborhood
· Talk/Write about your neighborhood.

· Imagine the perfect neighborhood. Talk/Write about it.

· How are some of the behaviors/customs of people from other countries different from yours?

· Talk/Write about ways to negotiate and avoid a fight.

· What kind of stores carry almost “everything?”

· Talk/Write about the positive points of wearing old clothes.

· Talk/Write about all aspects of wearing new clothes.

Chapter 4. Grandma Mercedes
· How is Tina’s grandmother Mercedes different from other grandmothers you know? How is she similar to them?

· Talk/Write about foods from different countries.

· Talk about scary stories you have heard.

· Write a scary story.

· Imagine you are a firefighter.  How is your life different from other people’s?

Chapter 5. Gabi
· What would it be like to be in a wheelchair?

· Do you know someone who is different in their physical abilities?  What is similar between them and able people?

· Why do some people drink and drive? 

· If you could fly, what kinds of things would you like to do?

Chapter 6. Tina’s Friends
· Talk/Write about your best friend.

· Talk/Write about what friendship means to you.

· How are you a good friend?

· Can you be friends with someone who cannot walk, or see, or hear, or talk?

Chapter 7. Another Great Day
· Why do some people pick fights?

· Have you ever defended a friend?

· Has a friend ever defended you?

· How would you make a pizza?

Chapter 8. The Swing
· Talk/Write about something you would like to build.

· What planets are close enough to see through a telescope?

· Imagine you are given a star.  What would you name it?

· How many constellations can you name?

· What is romantic about the moon and the stars?

Chapter 9. Good Night, Tina
· Write about a perfect day. 

Assessment
Assessment is on the basis of a student’s participation in discussions and of his/her ability to complete writing assignments as stated in lesson objectives.

